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PREFACE

DHANURVEDA or the branch of knowledge which deals with the
different varieties of weapons and arms is one of the four Upa-Vedas,
namely, AYURVEDA, DHANURVEDA, GANDHARVA VEDA and
NATYA VEDA which are attached to the Rgveda, Yajurveda,
Samaveda and Atharvanaveda respectively, (Vide) Commentary—

TgdgEeIgl g SamE: |
FAGAG AY: WEARAT g I |
wadoRa wataty FTrgen |

(Hifesrwre = 5-98)
Dhanurveda is defined as follows :

wgfawies a9 agdags R a1
(Mftrwre @ 3-9¢)
The present work NITIPRAKASIKA of Vaiéampayana is a good
illustration of this branch of kmowledge. Dhanurveds had its origin

from Brahm& who revealed it first to Prthu, son of Vena, pleased with
his good administration even in Kali age.

SEATE, W F@ T Agwi: |
qarae GEW & SR SmE o

YgeaTaRy WA, TR "W |
mRwAEEEd Ay 9% qEwy

i it gRdw: |

TEANGIAR A g7 e
(Hrforere 123, Re, 2¢)
This Upaveda as revealed by Brahma consisted of one hundred
thousand chapters. But foreseeing the mental and physical dete-
rioration of the later generations, the subsequent writers on the subject -
gimplified it to enable the people to comprehend it easily.
Brahma, Mahe§vara, Skanda, Candra, Pracetas, Manu, Brhaspati,
Sukra, Bharadvéja, Vedavyasa.and Gaurasiras are the subsequent writers
on the subject. Vaifampsyana reduced this Upaveda to eight
«chapters (Adhy&yas). The first five Adhysiyas deal with the classification
and definition of the various weapons and arms. The other three Adhy-
yas deal with military strategy, recruitment of soldiers to the army,

appointment of officers and their emoluments and the duties of kings,
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NITIPRAKASIKA is the title of the present work as designated
by the author in the opening stanza. The term 7 in this context
connotes a wider sense and it is probably meant to include Rgjaniti
_ dealing with politics and state administration and Dandaniti dealing
with military strategy. This work comes in the category of works like
Kamandakiya-Nitisira and Kautilya-Arthasastra, Harihara-Caturan-
ga, Sangrima-Vijayodaya, etc. But, while these latter works deal
either with military strategy or state politics or both, Nitiprakasika
alone deals with the different varieties of weapons besides military and
state administration. Agnipurana also deals with certain varieties of
w&iia&ns. But the classification and description of weapons given in
this work are more definite and elaborate based on an accurate know-
ledge of the weapons which were used in ancient India.

More than 136 weapons are mentioned and described in this work
and they are all clagsified under four groups or varieties, namely : (1)
Mulia, (2) Amukia, (3) Mukigmukia and (4) Mantra-mukia. These
four varieties are considered to be the four feet of the Dhanurveda

personified.

g S ggt 9 gegewaa: 9w |
wags 9 i agdgegr & o
(MforEe 7, 11)

But the Agnipurina, which also deals with weapons, mentions the
four divisions of the army, namely, ratha, gaja, turaga and paddti as the
four feet of Dhanurveda and gives a different classification of the weapons
consisting of five varieties.

wgeard wgdd @y waty fgwo
ATPRTRAl Aataier e o
agE Qg geaarRa aur
GH MEYE T TN gERfe |
(wfmgite o 2we. Bo 4, )
Particulars regarding the identity of VaiSampayana, the author of
the present work, are not available. This work is accompanied bya'
-commentary called Nitiprakaéika-Tattvavivrti. The name of the com-

nentator is Sitirdma of Kaundinys family. He was the son of one Nafi-
junda, a name which is familiar in Mysore and some parts of Karnstaka; -
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This edition containing the text and commentary of Nitiprakigiki
is based respectively on the manuscripts described under D. Nos. 3875

and 3878 preserved in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras.

Our thanks are due to Messrs. M. 8. Vaidyanathan, T. H. Viswa-

nathan, V. R. Kalyanasundaram and N. 8. Ramanujam of this Library
who rendered help in the publication of this work.

MADEAS-5, T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
17th December 1952. Curator.
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